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Purpose 

• Outline the legal framework and procedures of 
the railbanking program 
 

• Investigate national precedence for conversion 
of established rail trails back to active rail use  
 

• Identify railbanked & reactivated corridors in 
Pennsylvania 
 

• Provide recommendations for future railbanking 
agreements 



Steering Committee 

• Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 

• Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources 

• Pennsylvania Rail Freight Advisory Committee 

• Surface Transportation Board  

• Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 

• Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission 

• Keystone State Railroad Association 

• Genessee & Wyoming, Wellsboro & Corning, CSX, & 
Norfolk Southern 

• PA Operation Lifesaver 

 



What is Railbanking? 

Railbanking, as defined by Section 8(d) of the 
National Trails System Act, is a voluntary 
agreement between a railroad company and a 
prospective trail sponsor to use a rail corridor 
that is proposed for abandonment as a 
recreational trail until such time that a railroad 
chooses to reestablish rail service on the 
corridor.  

http://www.nps.gov/nts/legislation.html
http://www.nps.gov/nts/legislation.html




Rail Corridor Preservation and Trail 
Development Options 

• Federal Railbanking 

 

• Private Railbanking 

 

• Abandonment and Acquisition 

 

• Rails-with-Trail 





Reactivated Corridors and the 
Reactivation Process 

• Reactivating a railbanked corridor is a fairly 
simple administrative process with the STB 

 

• Reactivation becomes more involved when it 
is not the original abandoning railroad 
requesting to reactivate a railbanked line 

 

• Snow Shoe Rail-Trail Case Study 





Railbanking Moving Forward 

•  Is there likely a need to reestablish rail service in 
the future? 

 
•  Has a potential trail sponsor expressed interest 

in establishing an interim trail use? 
 
• Recommendations for the negotiation of a 

railbanking/interim trail use agreement. 
 

• Considerations for potential reactivation of a 
railbanked corridor. 

 
 



Resources for More Information 

•  National Trails System Act  

http://www.nps.gov/nts/legislation.html 

 

•  Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
(DCNR): Trails 

http://www.explorepatrails.com/ 

 

•  Rails-to-Trails Conservancy Trail-Building Toolbox: 

www.railstotrails.org/ourWork/trailBuilding/toolbox/index.html 

 

• Surface Transportation Board (STB) 

www.stb.dot.gov 
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